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in reality, suppresses our abbey; and if our abbey is reduced to nothing, our basilica, where the Kings your ancestors lie, will be no more than a royal church, and will cease to be abbatial."
Further on, this petition said : " Sire, may it please Your Majesty, whose eyes can see so far, to appreciate this innovation in all its terrible consequences. By striking to-day dissolution and death into the first abbey of your kingdom, do you not fear to leave behind you a great and sinister precedent. . . . What Louis the Great has looked upon as possible will seem righteous and necessary to your successors; and it will happen, maybe, before long, that the thirst for conquests, and the needs of the State (those constant and familiar pretexts of ministers), will authorise some political Attila to extend your work, and wreak destruction upon the tabernacle by depriving it of the splendour which is its due, and which sustains it/*
Madame de - Maintenon, to whom this affair was entrusted, summoned the administrative monks of Saint -Denis to Versailles. She received them with her agreeable and seductive courtesy, and